Christmas/Winter Party Sample Fourth grade and up
Can do the following activities as stations (smaller groups) or as whole group activities. Depending on your time frame, you could add more or keep it simple and do two or all three games. Check out www.simplefunkidparties.com for more links to help you!
Shoe Box Relay Race

Supplies: Tootsie Rolls (1 for each child) Shoe box for each team Bell for each team 2 mittens for each team 2 bowls for each team 

Place tootsie rolls, in a bowl, at the opposite end of the room. Hang a bell, from the ceiling, over the tootsie roll bowl. 

How to Play: Divide the children into two or more relay teams. Explain that when you say, "GO" the first person on each team will put on the mittens, step into the shoe boxes and race to the other end of the room where they will ring the bell with their nose. They are then to pick up a tootsie roll out of the bowl and race back to their team still wearing their mittens and shoe boxes. Pass the mittens and shoe box to the next person in line, sit down, eat your tootsie roll. The first team to finish eating their tootsie rolls wins! 

http://party.kaboose.com/seasonal/winter/winter-party.html
What's that Song?

(4th grade or older) 

Supplies: Black board and chalk or Dry Erase board and markers Slips of paper with a different Christmas song written on each one Christmas themed bowl to draw from or stocking Timer 

How to Play: Divide the class into teams. The player up draws a slip of paper from the stocking reads it silently and hands to teacher. The player must then draw clues as to what their song is and by so doing get their team to say the name of the song. If the playing team guesses correctly, before the timer runs out, they get two points. 

If the playing team cannot guess correctly, before the timer runs out, the opposing team may take one guess. If the opposing team guesses correctly they get a point and the playing team loses a point. Most points wins. 

http://party.kaboose.com/seasonal/winter/winter-party.html
	NAME THAT TUNE 



	Objective:
Just like the old game show, the host plays a few seconds of a song and you try to guess it. 

Players:
 
2 to 6 players.
Needed:
CD Player Music
Rules:
You'll need a CD player and some compact discs with compilations of songs related to your theme (Luau, 50's, retro) or just some good favorites of an era appropriate for your party guests. Play the first few bars, and see which guest can name that tune the fastest. Keep track of points and award the winner a music CD. You can also divide into teams and have teams bid back and forth ("I can name that tune in 4 seconds" "Well I can name that tune in 3 seconds" etc.) 



http://www.partygamecentral.com/ 
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Festive Polka Dot Ornaments

By: Amanda Formaro

Difficulty: Easy
Age: 6 and up

Average User Rating:

Parental supervision is recommended
Materials:

· Glass ball ornaments 

· Red and green acrylic paint 

· Paint brush 

· ribbon 

· empty egg carton 

Directions:

1. Turn the empty egg carton upside down. This will serve as your stand as you decorate. 

2. Place ornament upside down on egg carton, resting it between egg cups. 

3. Using the handle end of a paint brush, dip the end of the handle into paint then dot onto the ornament. You will need to re-dip after each dot. 

4. Dot all around the ornament and let dry completely. 

5. Once dry, tie a piece of ribbon through the hanger hook on the ornament. 

Tips:

· You can use clear glass ornaments for this easy project, or if you prefer, use frosted or colored bulbs, adjusting the paint color accordingly. 

· Glass ornaments are available in abundance at most stores that carry holiday decorations. You may even have some packed away in your Christmas boxes! 

· Change the size of the polka dots by using different sized paint brushes. 

http://crafts.kaboose.com/polkadot_orn.html
Service Project Idea:

One year in place of a craft or give exchange…we had the kids do a service project.  We collected items for the military stationed abroad.  It keeps with the idea of giving.  The kids brought in items that the service people needed and we boxed them up and sent them to an APO address to be delivered to military away from home.  (If this is done at the party it will not make it for Christmas but I could be done for after the holiday rush or even at Valentine’s Day.)

http://www.operationmilitarypride.org/packages.html
My recommendation would be to have parents donate boxes and postage to help.  Can be costly, if you do not include postage in your collection for project.  Could have half the parents send in items and half send it boxes and $ for postage.

Reading a Christmas/winter book or a book exchange is another good idea for an activity if you have more time. (See next page for book exchange)
Sample Take home letter about Book Exchange

Modify to fit your situation.

Holiday Book Exchange
We will be having a book exchange for the students at the holiday party.  To the keep the books at the same relative value, we are asking that you please select $5 book that is appropriate for both girl and boy (Non-gender specific).  Please wrap the book as a present, label from your child, and bring into school by 12/20 Tues.  

Thanks, 

Your name and number here

Christmas Book Exchange LEFT RIGHT GAME

Christmas was almost here, and Mother RIGHT was finishing the Christmas baking.  
 
Father RIGHT, Sue RIGHT, and Billy RIGHT returned from their last-minute Christmas errands.  
 
"There's not much LEFT to be done," said Father RIGHT as he came into the kitchen.  
 
"Did you leave the basket of food at church?" asked Mother RIGHT.  
 
"I LEFT it RIGHT where you told me to," said Father RIGHT.  
 
"I'm glad my shopping is done," said Billy RIGHT. "I don't have any money LEFT."  
 
The hall telephone rang, and Susan RIGHT LEFT to answer it.  
 
She rushed back and told the family "Aunt Tillie RIGHT LEFT a package for us RIGHT on Grandma RIGHT's porch.  
 
I'll go over there RIGHT now and get it." she said as she LEFT in a rush.  
 
Father RIGHT LEFT the kitchen and brought in the Christmas tree.  
 
By the time Susan RIGHT returned, Mother RIGHT, Father RIGHT, and Billy RIGHT had begun trimming the tree.  
 
The entire RIGHT family sang carols as they finished the decorating.  
 
Then they LEFT all the presents arranged under the tree and went to bed, hoping they had selected the RIGHT gifts for their family.  
 
Now I hope you have the RIGHT present for yourself, because that's all that's LEFT of our story.....  
 
Except to with you a Merry Christmas....Isn't that RIGHT? 
 

www.partygamecentral.com
Make sure no one has their own book! Before everyone is allowed to get up from the circle they need to clean up their papers and say thank you to the person who gave them the book…you can do as a round the circle thanks or all at once.
