Sample Party for grades 2-4
Party Plan for Holiday or Winter Party

Approximately 1-1.5 hours

Agenda:

Stations:

Allow approximately 10 min for each station.  

One:  Snowman Draw on Your Head Game

Two: Snowball Making and Snowball Throwing

Three: Craft Snowman ornament (ice cream stick or paint stirrer)

Whole Group Activity:  Book Exchange Christmas Left Right Game (have other helpers get food portion of the party ready.) (Allow about 10 min)
Food (15 min)
Clean up
All activities and directions are listed below.  This can be used as a party agenda or a guide to help you structure your party accordingly.  
Station One:

	Snowman DRAW ON YOUR HEAD GAME 

	Objective:
Players draw snowman pictures on paper on top of their heads. Points are scored on the quality of the drawing. 

Players:
2 or more players.
Needed:
Paper, pens, books or clipboard for support
Rules:
Everyone places a large book on their head with a piece of blank paper on it. They each have a pen. The host then gives a series of instructions. Without looking, the players draw onto their page, which is over their head. Here are the instructions: 
 
1. Draw a line for the ground.  
2. Draw a large snowball for the base.  
3. Draw a medium snowball on top of the base snowball.  
4. Draw a small snowball for the head.  
5. Draw a draw a carrot nose.  
6. Draw a two eyes and a mouth of dots. 

7. Draw a scarf at the neck.

8. Draw two stick arms.

9. Draw a top hat on top of the head.
 
Have everyone remove their pictures from their heads. It can be pretty funny to see what you have drawn. 
Scoring:
The host now offers points for random hits.  
 
1. 2 points if the snowman is on the ground. 
2. 2 points if any of your snowballs are touching each other 
3. 1 point if for each if mouth, nose or eyes are on small snowball. 
4. 1 point if for each arm that touches the snowman 
5. 1 point for scarf on snowman’s neck. 
6. 1 point if top hat is on the snowman’s head. 
 
The winner is then the person with the most points. It is fun because the 5 year old is as likely to win as grandpa. You can then offer a prize that anyone would like no matter their age, like a giant tin of cashews or a box of chocolates. 
 




Station Two:

Snowball Making

Supplies: Large sheets of tissue paper, one for every child Bucket for each team 

How to Play: Divide the children into two teams. The first person on each team gets a piece of tissue paper and crumples it into a ball using one hand (this keeps them soft). Child then places the snowball in the bucket. The next child repeats the first child’s actions and the process continues until the team has all their snowballs made. Follow this game with a Snowball Throw. 

Snowball Throw

Supplies: A line drawn or taped on the floor 

How to Play: Set a time for 2-3 minutes. Yell, "GO"! Each team throws their tissue paper snowballs back and forth across the lines. When the timer goes off, the team with the least amount of snowballs on their side wins. 

http://party.kaboose.com/seasonal/winter/winter-party.html
(HINT:  For in the classroom the best way to play (and is still a lot of fun) is SILENT Snowball Throw.  Set boundaries with masking tape head of time)

Station Three:

Ice Cream Stick Snowman 
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large hour glass shaped ice cream or craft stick
white acrylic paint
black acrylic paint
orange toothpick
black toothpick
black yarn or cord
scrap of material for scarf
black fine point marker

Paint craft stick white on both sides and let dry. Paint top of craft stick black for the hat. Glue black toothpick in place just below the bottom of the black hat you just painted. The toothpick becomes the hat brim, so line it up carefully. Glue cord or yarn in a loop to the back of the craft stick.

Tie scrap of material around neck as scarf. Glue in place to keep it from sliding off. Using black marker, draw on eyes, mouth and belly buttons. Glue half of an orange toothpick in place for the nose. 
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Paint Stirrer Snowman

Paint stir stick
small craft or ice cream stick
white & black acrylic paint
orange toothpick
scrap material for scarf
black fine tip marker
green embroidery floss
gold cord
light pink acrylic paint

Paint the stir stick white. Paint the handle end of the stick black. Pain the ice cream stick black, let dry. Glue ice cream stick across from of paint stirrer, this will act as the hat brim. Tie fabric scrap around neck as the scarf.

Make a loop and glue gold cord to the back of the head. Draw on eyes, nose and mouth, as well as belly buttons. Add rosy cheeks with slight touches of pink paint. Glue toothpick in place for nose. Tie floss into a small bow and attach to the front of the hot with hot glue

http://www.familycorner.com/homegarden/crafts/angels_and_snowmen.shtml
HINTS:

Have all items painted prior to party.  

Attach hat, and ornament hanger ahead.

Using hot glue guns to attach the items quickly and well but have plenty of parent volunteers to do the gluing with low heat glue guns…Kids can get burned easily.

Have all items separated out into baggies ahead of time.  

Kids draw on faces with thin sharpies, tie on scarf and tell adults where to glue the sequins, scarf and ribbon for hat.
Holiday Book Exchange 

Please check with teacher ahead of time for the book exchange and send note home—See sample below.  Also check with the teacher to see if the following game is appropriate for your classroom situation.

Have students sit in circle with their own book that they are giving as a present.

Christmas Book Exchange LEFT RIGHT GAME

Christmas was almost here, and Mother RIGHT was finishing the Christmas baking.  
 
Father RIGHT, Sue RIGHT, and Billy RIGHT returned from their last-minute Christmas errands.  
 
"There's not much LEFT to be done," said Father RIGHT as he came into the kitchen.  
 
"Did you leave the basket of food at church?" asked Mother RIGHT.  
 
"I LEFT it RIGHT where you told me to," said Father RIGHT.  
 
"I'm glad my shopping is done," said Billy RIGHT. "I don't have any money LEFT."  
 
The hall telephone rang, and Susan RIGHT LEFT to answer it.  
 
She rushed back and told the family "Aunt Tillie RIGHT LEFT a package for us RIGHT on Grandma RIGHT's porch.  
 
I'll go over there RIGHT now and get it." she said as she LEFT in a rush.  
 
Father RIGHT LEFT the kitchen and brought in the Christmas tree.  
 
By the time Susan RIGHT returned, Mother RIGHT, Father RIGHT, and Billy RIGHT had begun trimming the tree.  
 
The entire RIGHT family sang carols as they finished the decorating.  
 
Then they LEFT all the presents arranged under the tree and went to bed, hoping they had selected the RIGHT gifts for their family.  
 
Now I hope you have the RIGHT present for yourself, because that's all that's LEFT of our story.....  
 
Except to with you a Merry Christmas....Isn't that RIGHT? 
Christmas Left Right Game

http://www.partygamecentral.com/pgcstandard/gametmpstd.php?gnm=693
Make sure no one has their own book! Before everyone is allowed to get up from the circle they need to clean up their papers and say thank you to the person who gave them the book…you can do as a round the circle thanks or all at once.
Sample Take home letter about Book Exchange
Modify to fit your situation.

Holiday Book Exchange

We will be having a book exchange for the students at the holiday party.  To the keep the books at the same relative value, we are asking that you please select $5 book that is appropriate for both girl and boy (Non-gender specific).  Please wrap the book as a present, label from your child, and bring into school by 12/20 Tues.  

Thanks, 

Your name and number here

